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We started off in the South of Wales with walks in field and flower
Forming friendships old & new in a gorgeous place called Gower.

After 40 years, the hair is grey or gone.. we’re not the same.
Thanks to Ross’s name tags, though, we can match the face and name.

Then off to old AC we go to find two things incredible:
Dorm rooms resemble pig sties now, but the food is actually edible!

They’ve got a fancy tent set up to give a financial plea.
But we’ve had enough, and so we’re off - to Marcross we shall flee.

It’s a short plane ride from there to here, from dorm rooms wet and skanky
To city Berlin we’ve been welcomed with hotel rooms quite swanky.

Jeannette greets us the first day with joy and knowledge, too.
At the building’s top, she explains a lot - we had a fantastic view.

Peter led the boat ride then - historical sites were seen.
His accent made us stop and ask, “Jam of a castle” - what does that mean?

But then we heard “I’ll add a few words” - we hear stories of Berlin.
As Ulrich shares his passion and heart history comes alive again.

Their house’s garden is a work of art with fuchias ‘round its edge.
The art and house are so well thought out they escape with only minor damage.

The second day’s got some somber parts: the third Reich and the Pergamon.
The Heckeshe Hofe (did I say that right?) and the Neus Museum.

But the mood is merry at Hasir with food and beer for all.
We go to bed, but Nathan and “the kids” go off on a midnight crawl.

The third day we see castles and kings, Potsdam - the Sanssouci.
Marble and gold and secret doors then on to the Bilder Galerie.

Solid walls of portraits rare, by the painter’s school they’re grouped.
Dutch on the left, Italian on the right - past Tinteretto and Ruben we trouped.

Neues Palais and Friederisko - fascinating history there!
Then it’s off for us to search for ice cream, shade, and chair.
w
Sunset at the Wirtshaus Moorlake - we could stay forever - spirits lift.
Well, almost all of us could stay - but the driver’s at end of shift.

The fourth day starts with the GDR and the Neue Galleria’s perfection.
Its modern art is second only to Ulrich and Nathan’s collection.

Getting people in the bus is hard - calls to gather are seldom heeded.
Border guards are not what we want - border collies are what’s needed.

To the KaDeWe some folks will go from many things to choose.
For one, though, the shopping’s done - Lene has her new shoes.

We’ve seen gold and gems galore that gave many a king pleasure.
But it’s Ulrich, Ilse, and Nathan’s hospitality that is our greatest treasure.

Richard Myers Aug 2012
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