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The dramatic story of the Students Council (SC) 1970-71 started relatively late. The August Period was nearly over, the sun was still shining and most of
the reorganisation of societies and Rescue Services had been completed, but no SC had been formed yet.

The first initiative came from Grant Wood House when Mia Pauisen, Dave Fleming and lvan Sokolov-Grant organised a general meeting, the main con-
clusion of which was that the SC members should no longer be elected from national groups or Rescue Services, but directly from each of the houses.
This system was believed to guarantee maximum communication between SC and the students, obviously of prime importance and felt to be generally
lacking with the previous SC. A second general meeting was held in which Mr. Sutcliffe objected to the Rescue Service Captains being excluded from
the SC, on the grounds that they were representatives of important areas of school life, and thus closely involved with most developments in the school.
""Both sides’’ felt quite strongly about this matter, and no agreement could be reached.

House elections took place, however, and the interesting moment came when the new SC assembled for the first time in Mr. Sutcliffe’s office.
Happily, no objections could be raised about dominance of British and North Americans, as the SC proved extremely well-balanced between both
nationalities and sexes — six out of fourteen being girls. At this meeting a few arrangements were made for the welcoming of first-years.

And then the first “SC meeting” in the Marion Davies Room. Everybody was standing (why?) and we discussed the “‘problem of the Rescue Captains”.
But with the pressing business of election of chairman, secretaries and treasurers, no firm decision was reached, and the Captains were accepted as
members by some sort of tacit agreement. We did not talk about this problem any more.

Truly emancipated voting produced Chairman May-o, the “Mother of Democracy’’ and the first female chairman, Per Hoj and Karin Jarvinen as
secretaries, and Dieter Vollhardt as treasurer.

de concilio patrum

Then the work began: the levy for SC funds was raised, producing £790.72, agendas were worked out, and SC and staff-SC meetings were arranged.

The agendas often proved overambitious for the time allowed in a meeting, but gradually progress was made, though perhaps more in the clarification
of existing situations than in actual reform.

In the course of the term, the SC got the reputation of a “Committee-Club’’, There was the Social Committee, the Food Committee, the Assembly
Committee, the Hair Committee, as there are always various committees associated with a democratic body. While this is, as we will agree, absolutely
necessary for rationalisation of work, it should never lead itself ad absurdum. Fortunately, it didn’t (I think).

Communication remained difficult even with the house system, and more general and semi-general meetings were called. The lack of direct supervision
of their SC by most of the students can probably be explained by one of two alternatives: 1. (the flattering explanation) complete faith in the house
representatives, 2. (the probable explanation) a certain disinterest in SC affairs. Fortunately, after Christmas, feelings on school issues increased
enormously, and consistent interest, especially among the first-years, could be felt, to the point where, in the last few meetings, there were almost
more observers the SC members. The Constitution was something of a non-issue this year as no need had been felt to draw one up, and a copy of
last year’s could not even be found to let us see how one does these things.

There was a strong feeling, however, that some first-years should become voting members rather than just occasiona! observers, and another election
took place in the houses, producing a fairly-evenly balanced group of six first-years.

Their arrival was very promising. | guess they took the business of the SC more seriously than some of the second-years who began to fade some what
towards the end of this term. We wish the first-years all the best with their SC, the result of which will be, I'm sure, another ‘‘dramatic story”’.

Dieter Vollhardt.












































































































